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DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 629.] | 
You that have been in the Church many years and are raising up sons 
and daughters around you, should teach and instruct them in this matter, 
and impress them while in their schoolboy days to keep some notation of 
all their general doings in the earth, keep an account of themselves. I 
know they will feel just as you and I felt: what is the use of writing that 
I went to the Brigham Young Academy to learn? What is the use of 
telling that I went off a couple of years to the South on a mission, or to 
England, or anywhere else? It may seem of small moment to them now; 
but when your sons are old, their hair white, and they look back upon: 
half or three-fourths of a century of experience, perhaps a Bishop, Presi- 
dent of Stake, founder of a colony or president of a Temple, then they 
would give a treasure for a faithful record of the experience they had 
passed through, whom they had blessed, baptized, confirmed, ordained, and 
in what countries and languages they had done it. Itis time that these 
brethren who are bald and grey with age were instituting this order of 
things in their households, that they, as the heads of their families, their 
tribes or their generation, may establish a history that shall go down to 
the generations after them. Subsequent generations will want to know 
what part their father, their grandfather or their great-grandfather took 
in establishing this Church—if he was a High Priest, an Elder, a President 
of a Stake, a Bishop or a Bishop’s counszlor, or held any other office in the 
Priesthood. He ought not only to keep an account of this for his own 
present benefit as long as he endures, but also see to it before he departs 
that he leaves a good record of the events of his life to his kindred—of 
the work that he has performed in the Temples and of the missions that 
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he has fulfilled—that it may go down to his children, that they may 
realize that they are under obligations to him for the blessings of the 
Gospel that he has caused to descend upon their heads, to establish them 
in the midst of God’s people in the last days. I request you, my brethren 
the Bishops, that you look carefully after the interests of your people in 
this regard; see that your clerks keep good and perfect records of every 
birth in your ward, certainly of the birth of every child that belongs to 
the Saints. Some of the children that are now born of those who are 
unbelievers may rise up and through your instruction and ministration 
become Elders and ministers of God in the Church while they are in the 
flesh, and may bless you for the benefits you have bestowed upon them. 
I wish to urge the Presidents of Stakes, and the Bishops of wards to look 
after this matter and see that records are kept properly in the wards, in 
the stakes and in all the Church organizations included in your presiden- 
cies. These records should be inspected critically by you, and frequently, 
not only that they are faithfully kept but on durable paper and with 
indelible ink. No recorder or clerk should be allowed to buy the books 
and keep them as his own, when Cliurch matters are recorded in them. 
We had an example of this in early days. When President Joseph Smith 
received a revelation that John Whitmer was to be appointed Church 
historian, he got his book and kept records in it, and by and by, when the 
Prophet Joseph Smith wanted it to find data so that he could write his 
history, this man would not let him have the book, he having apostatized 
from the Church. He kept that book, and it was handed down in his 
generation. We have obtained a copy of the entire record, so while they 
keep the book, we have its contents. This sample is enough to give us a 
warning. In your Relief Societies, your Mutual Improvement Associations, 
your quorums, even down to the Primary Associations, there should be 
books provided by the organization, and paid for by it, and they should 
be the property of that body for whom the record is kept; and when it is 
full, it should be delivered carefully to the authorities of that body and 
held as Church property, that it may when wanted be brought to the 
Historian’s office and be preserved in the archives of history for the bene- 
fit of future generations. Some who have gone on foreign missions have 
kept records of their labors in those missions, but we get no trace of them. 
Brethren, if you know of any such record, please bring it to the Historian’s 
office; and if you cannot afford to lose the value of the book, we will pay 
for it. 

Let me cite your mind to another grand and glorious topic. When it 
was determined that the Son of God should come in the flesh and take the 
supreme position of Redeemer of the world, how did He come? Israel 
had been trained to keep their genealogies, and wher they came to search 
for His antecedents they found He had a most excellent and complete 
record. Matthew informs us that from Jesus back to David was fourteen 
generations; from David to Abraham was fourteen generations, and from 
Abraham to Noah was fourteen generations, and from Noah to Adam 
was ten generations. If He had not been able to furnish that pedigree, 
He would have had no credentials to the house of Israel of a worldly 
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nature, as @ man among men. But He proved His genealogy down 
through the most honorable line that could be traced; a lineage that any 
Israelite might be proud of. 

The great Patriarch Abraham seems to have been not only deeply inter- 
ested in, but quite enthusiastic on, this subject. On page 54 of the Pearl 
of Great Price (English edition page 36) he says: 

But the records of the fathers; even the Patriarchs, concerning the right — 
of the Priesthood, the Lord my God preserved in mine own hands, there- 
fore a knowledge of the beginning of the creation, and also of the planets, 
and of the stars, as they were made known unto the fathers, have I kept 


even unto this day, and I[ shall endeavor to write some of these things 
upon this record, for the benefit of my posterity that shall come after me. 


Now as he wrote for the benefit of- his posterity, we may suppose that 
but for the vandalism that destroyed the several hundred thousand vol- 
umes that had been gathered under the Ptolemies from all parts of the 
known world into the museum and library and temples of Alexandria in 
Egypt and elsewhere, the world might have been better informed on many 
points of the earth’s earlier history. 

The transmission of intelligence in those earlier times, however, was far 
more difficult than in our day. Other histories inform us that Abraham 
spent several years of his earlier life with Noah, Shem and Eber, and that 
it was of them that he learned the Gospel, obtained the records and in- 
formation concerning the creation, the planets, the genealogy of his ances- 
tors, etc., as known and understood by the fathers. It was, as just stated, 
much more difficult to make records in the days of Abraham and of Shem 
and those that lived in their day than at present. How did they do it? 
They took dirt or clay and made nice tablets, and then they took some- 
thing pointed and wrote on them the information they desired, after which 
the tablets were put into an oven or heated place and baked, making what 
we now call terra cotta. This is the way they did in those early times 
that take us back to the history of Shinear, Babylon, and Nineveh. They 
piled up these terra cotta records, and now, centuries after the destruction 
of those cities, quantities of this literary matter, made of the dust of the 
earth, have been brought away and added to the collections in the British 
museum. You see they could not make records as easy then as now. 

The Lord used stone on which to write the Ten Commandments to Israel. 

Job wished his testimony might be written with an iron pen and lead 
in the rock forever. A remarkable specimen of this kind of record is the 
so-called Moabite stone now in the French Louvre. It was discovered in 
1868 and contains the earliest inscription in the Pheenician alphabet 
known, relating some important events in the history of the Moabites 
during the reign of Mesha. The engravings date at least 900 years before 
our era. 

For common use in Ezekiel’s day the Law and the Prophecies were 
written on papyrus—a material prepared from the finer bark of a reed or 
flag that grew in Egypt and other warm countries,—and rolled on and off 
of two round sticks as mentioned in the 37th chapter of his prophecy. 

Lehi carried with him the Mosaic Law, the Prophets, and history of the 
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creation, on brass plates when he left Jerusalem six hundred years before 
Christ, and we find that the history of the forefathers of the American 
races on this continent was generally kept on metallic plates of various 
qualities, as witness the gold plates on which the Prophet inscribed his 
abridgment of those records entitled The Book of Mormon. 

Before the art of printing was discovered it was the work of a man’s 
lifetime, almost, to transcribe a copy of the Bible. But now almost every- 
body can get a tablet and pencil, and there is no excuse for us to fail in 
making records, unless dilatoriness or lack of comprehension of. their 
importance be considered excuses. I wish the brethren would take hold 
of this matter and consider it more carefully. This to me is a very inter- 
esting work. 

We are getting together a library of books, in which we hope soon to be 
able to render valuable assistance to the people in seeking out their gene- 
alogies from foreign countries as well as from the New England states. 
Having this upon my mind, I would like to impress it upon those that 
hold the Priesthood particularly. 

Look back to the time when Israel returned to Jerusalem from their 
captivity. How were they enabled to set in order the congregation, the 
singers, the priests in their courses, and the Levites? It was given to 
them by genealogy. The Lord had promised to Levi that the service of 
the Temple and the Sanctuary should belong to his tribe, his family, and 
especially that the Priesthood should go to the descendants of Aaron. 
But when they returned from their captivity in Babylon and wanted to 
be reinstated in their places to officiate at the altar and to eat of the holy 
bread, the records were searched and those whose names were not found 
were put away from the Priesthvod as polluted, until a Priest should rise 
up having the Urim and Thummim, who could declare their genealogy, 
their right and title to this holy Priesthood. The days are coming when 
the Priesthood of Aaron and Levi will have to be established again upon 
the earth, among the Jews in Palestine, and who knows but some of you, 
or your children will have this duty to perform? This is a matter that to 
many will be of vital concern as well as of general interest. I therefore 
present this for your consideration. The reason I feel to urge it is that 
keeping records is one of those things so easily put by. A man takes a 
piece of paper and writes upon it about the blessing of children, or that 
somebody was ordained, or a ward was organized, and he laysit away. He 
cannot record it to-day, and he goes on laying things away until he has an 
accumulation. We live in a time of increasing labor, and we should, as 
far as possible, perform every duty in the time and season thereof. These 
records ought to be kept at the time of the occurrence of the events that 
are to be handed down to posterity. When President Woodruff used to 
write the sermons of the Prophet, he brought the very spirit of his instruc- 
tions into his reports, and we have them to-day with the spirit and the 
understanding thereof. When you are performing works that ought to be 
recorded, this should be done that same day while the spirit of the time 
and the labor rests on the one intrusted with the duty, for then it is likely 
to be done correctly. When an accumulation is found,this cannot be. In 
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one of the Stakes of Zion it is ascertained that there is a trunk nearly full 
of scattered papers containing most valuable information, and it needs a 
man to spend a month and put them properly on record. Record the work 
when it is done, immediately, so that if it happens that your records are 
wanted to-morrow, or next week, the historian can send for them and get 
whatever information is wanted. 

Having referred you to the views and estimates of this subject as enter- 
tained by several of the Prophets and by the Lord Himself, I must now 
refer you to and recommend a closer perusal of sections 127 and 128 of the 
Doctrine and Covenants in which our great Prophet Joseph Smith has 
elucidated the eternal principle of recording and sealing for the living and 
the dead. It is the most elaborate exposition of this subject found any- 
where in the publications of the Church. Search these Scriptures for they 
will add to your stock of knowledge that leads to eternal life. May the 
Holy Spirit enable us to make such records, Church, Family, and Indivi- 
dual, as shall be worthy of all acceptation when the books shall be opened 
and we judged according to the things written in the books. Amen. 


A PROPHECY FULFILLED. 


THROUGH the winter of 1861-62, I worked in the granite quarry and re- 
sided in the eleventh ward, Salt Lake City. It was customary with the 
quarrymen who lived in the city to go home at the end of every two weeks, 
and when in town I usually attended services in the Tabernacle. At one 
of these meetings President Brigham Young spoke and among other 
things said: “Brethren and sisters, we are going to have an unusually 
disastrous season of high water the coming summer, and I warn you not 
to plant anything on your bottom lands (lands lying along the river 
bottom) or you will lose your seed and labor.” 

This was in the month of January, 1862, and there were no signs of extra 
high water at the time, or for nearly three months after. 

I continued to work in the quarry, as weather permitted, till the latter 
part of February, when I decided to try farming, and accordingly rented 
a farm on the Cottonwood Creek. I moved on to the farm in March, not 
long before the April conference. I told the gentleman of whom I rented 
the farm (whom for convenience I will call] Mr. Georgeson) 1 was not used 
to farming. Hesaid: “Never mind, we will get along all right if you do 
not know too much. If you should know so much, after a few week’s, that 
I cannot tell you anything, why, we may not get along so well.” 

I said I would endeavor not to know so much. 

On the first day of conference the weather which had been fine, suddenly 
changed, and at night it commenced snowing, and continued, with short 
intervals of sunshine, for five consecutive weeks. 

At last fine weather came, with hot days and southerly winds, which 
caused the snow on the mountains to melt rapidly. 

Mr. Georgeson had four acres of bottom land which he wished to have 
planted in corn. I related to him what I heard President Young say in 
regard to extra high water. 
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He replied, he had no confidence in such predictions, and would have 
the field planted, which was accordingly done. When the warm weather 
set in, the creek, or perhaps I should say river, kept rising higher and 
higher each day, and we kept watching our corn, but we had no power to 
prevent the water rising and covering the whole field. 

Mr. Georgeson anxiously looked for the water to fall, and President 
Young’s prophecy (for such it certainly was) to fail this time. The first 
thing in the morning and last thing at night was an anxious look at the 
corn, with the remark, “I think the creek is going down.” - But it did not 
go down until the corn, which was nearly two feet high, was washed away 
by the raging flood. Those who regarded the prophetic warning saved 
time and means.—J. 8., in Juvenile Instructor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Platinum has been drawn into smooth wire so fine that it could not be distinguished by 
the naked eye, even when stretched across a piece of white card-board. 


Fac similes of the first newspaper printed were distributed to the members of the Press 
Congress at Heidelberg, Germany, recently. It is a sheet published at Strasburg in 1609 
by Johann Carolus. 


An authority asserts that by rubbing vaseline over a ball to be fired from pistol or gun, 
the eye can follow the progress of the missile through the whole distance of its flight. Its 
course is shown by a thread of smoke, said to be due to the combustion of the vaseline. 


Mrs. S. Stuart Frackelton, who has become famous for her pottery, and especially for 
a firing kiln of her own invention and the bringing out of the use of water color in china, 
began by grinding her clay in a coffee mill and rolling it out with a pastry roller. She 
bas been awarded numerous medals for excellence in the branches of her art. 

L’Independence Belge says that in time of peace Russia has a standing army of 858,000 
men; next comes Germany with 580,000, and then France with 512,000 men. In case 
of war Russia and France could put in the field 9,700,000 men, against the 7,700,000 
soldiers of the three countries forming the Triple Alliance—Germany, Austria, and Italy. 
In time of peace the maintenance of the standing armies of the above powers costs $1,000, 
000,000 annually. 

The supply of gutta-percha, which has threatened to cease, owing to the practice of 
cutting down the trees to obtain the gum, is now in a fair way of being permanent, thanks 
to M. Hourant, who showed that gum superior in quality to that from the trunk could 
be extracted from the leaf of the tree. His plan has been tried with every success at 
Sarawak, and it is found that two pluckings of the leaf give as much gum as the destruc- 
tion of the whole tree by the older method. The tree is none the worse for the plucking, 


and, moreover, the saplings at the roots of trees formerly cut down are also made to yield 
a harvest of gum. 


The beggars of Paris are up to business. For instance, they have a regular ‘‘ Directory 
of Benefactors”—in two editions—a small one at three francs and a large one for six 
francs. These give the names of persons known to be benevolent, also their religion and 
political faith ; also the hour at which they may be found at home, etc. The “religious 
racket” is very remunerative, it seems. An old ragpicker at Clichy lately confessed that 
last winter her child was baptized twelve times in Protestant churches and ten times in 
Catholic ones; each time the mother received one franc and a new dress. When epidemics 
are raging the beggar asks for contributions on the plea that his or her offspring is down 
with diphtheria, croup, etc., and many people quickly respond in order to get rid of what 
they believe to be a dangerous person. 
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At a meeting of the National Association of Fire Engineers at Montreal, Canada, a 
fireman appeared in a suit of asbestos clothing, and entered a burning wooden house, 
where he stayed for several minutes and went through a performance in life-saving in 
order to show the advantages of his dress. His asbestos boots were soled with iron, and 
his helmet of the same material was glazed with mica. A respirator permitted him 


to breathe the stifling air with impunity, and his hands were protected by ‘asbestos 
gloves. 


Among reptiles the eggs exhibit great variety. The eggs of alligators are elongated 
and almost cylindrical, evenly rounded at both ends, and about the size of an ordinary 
duck’s egg. The eggs of the sea-turtle are as large as a small apple, rounded, and have 
a flexible shell. Those of the snapping turtle are much smaller, but also rounded. Those 
of the terrapins and other genera are oblong, as also are those of lizards. In common 
black and yellow-dotted American fresh-water terrapins, and in the painted terrapin, the 
eggs require four years of growth before they are laid. Take a seven-year-old turtle of 
this kind. It will contain only very small eggs, all of uniform size. An eight-year-old 
tortoise of the same kind will have two sets of eggs, one larger and one smaller. One of 
nine years will have three sets of eggs, the oldest set being the size of asmall pea A 
tortoise of ten years will have four sets of eggs, and in that year she will lay for the first 
time, and give birth to the most mature set. 


The French mode of conducting auctions is rather curious. In sales of importance the 
affair is placed in the bands of a notary, who, for the time being, becomes an auctioneer. 
The auctioneer is provided with a number of small wax tapers, each capable of burning 
about five minutes. As soon as a bid is made one of these tapers is placed in full view of 
all interested parties and lighted. If, before it expires, another bid is offered, it is immedi- 
ately extinguished and a fresh taper placed in its stead, and so on until one flickers and 
dies out of itself, when the last bid becomes irrevocable. This simple plan prevents all 
contention among rival bidders and affords a reasonable time for reflection before making | 
a higher offer than the one preceding. By this means, too, the auctioneer is prevented 
from exercising undue influence upon the bidders or hastily accepting the bid of a favor- 
ite. Equally satisfactory is the mode adopted by the Japanese. In Japan every bidder 
writes his name and his bid on a bit of paper and then throws the latter into a box placed 
for the purpose. When all the bids have been made the auctioneer opens the box and 
the object put on auction falls to the one whose slip shows the highest bid. 


As soon as the secretary bird, or snake eater (Gypogeranus Serpentarius,) of South 
Africa discovers a snake, it advances toward it, without hurry and without hesitation, 
and when within striking distance it immediately elevates its crest and the feathers of the 
neck, and, without losing any time, delivers a blow with its foot. If the snake has avoid- 
ed the blow and attempts to strike in return, the bird interposes a wing, thus receiving 
the deadly fangs harmlessly upon the long feathers, and immediately strikes again. The 
fight is then virtually over, for if the secretary gets asingle blow the snake’s back is 
broken, and the bird, like lightning, plants its foot firmly on the reptile’s head and neck, 
pressing them into the ground, while it delivers the coup de grace with ita beak, and then 
deliberately swallows the snake whole, beginning at the tail, and, just before the head 
disappears, giving it a parting rap on the ground. But there is nothing refined about the 
secretary bird’s appetite, for one writer says he found inside one three serpents “‘as long 
as his arm,” eleven lizards seven inches long, twenty-one tortoises about twoinches in diame- 
ter, ‘‘ besides a large quantity of grasshoppers and other insects ;” or, in other words, seven 
and a half feet of snake, six and a half of lizard, three and a half of tortoise, and, say a 
yard of miscellaneous trifles! The secretary bird is protected by the Cape authorities for 
the immense public benefit it confers in eating poisonous snakes, and a penalty is attach- 
ed by law t» its destruction. And, if it were necessary, hundreds of eye-witnesses could 
be called to prove its right to the title of “‘Serpentarius.” Curiously enough, too, this 
bird can be trained, and is trained, to protect poultry yards, not only from snakes, which 
are all too fond of eggs, but from other birds of prey. 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1895. 


PRINCIPLE VS. PREJUDICE. 


It has been said that no person is entirely free from superstition in one 
form or another. This is perhaps too broad a statement to be true, yet 
there are many who entertain notions which can be conclusively proved 
incorrect. Superstition is looked upon from various standpoints by 
different people. What to the heathen is the most devout worship is 
thought to be nonsensical by believers in the Bible; and among the latter 
class there are some who think that their fellows act in a manner entirely 
at variance with reason. So that if each person on the earth were con- 
sulted he would no doubt say that he himself could not be called supersti- 
tious, and at the same time he would say that others were in this condition. 

It is a fact that the most absurd notions can be implanted in the mind 
of a child, and they will remain there for many years before he discovers 
that they are erroneous. This same faculty of the mind makes it possible 
to teach correct ideas which can never be removed. The notion of duty 
is very strong in the human organization, and if this can be coupled with 
the teaching, whether correct or incorrect, it makes it much more difficult 
to displace what has been taught. There seems to be a natural desire for 
men to look to something higher than themselves. 

It would be almost useless to tell a worshiper of idols—one who had 
been this all his life—that there was no efficacy attached to his actions; he 
would most likely be insulted, or hurt in his feelings, and be prone to resent 
the injury, should he have the power in his hands. No matter how many 
things might be shown to him, to convince his reason, he would still feel 
. that there was a mysterious connection between his bowing down before 
‘the image, and the happenings in his life. He has been taught this from 
his youth, and his regard for duty impels him to accept it as the truth. 
He claims to believe in a Supreme Being, and thinks those whose ideas 
differ from his own must of necessity be wrong. 

The religion of Christ was called superstitious by the pagan 5 nations, 
_ as was also the case with the belief of the Jews previous to the advent of 
the Savior. On the other hand, Paul when speaking to some of the Greeks 
* accused them of superstition. He had a show of reason, too, for their 
inscription read “To the Unknown God,” and Paul said he had come to 
declare unto them Him whom they ignorantly worshiped. A part of the 
. listeners became interested and others called him a babbler, never having 
heard of the doctrines before. Very few of them were ready to forsake 
their long-cherished notions of idols. 


> 
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- The Christian world to-day claims that Paul was right.in saying that the 
Greeks were superstitious; it pretends to teach Paul’s doctrines, and yet 
instances are known where people professing to believe what Paul preached 
have acted exactly as did his enemies. When he and his companions 
preached to the Ephesians, there was a great uproar raised by the inhabi- 
tants of the city. Their early training had been such that they could not 
immediately renounce the doctrines they now heard. But there was one 
very potent reason why certain men of the city did not desire the preach- 
ing of this man to succeed: their craft was in danger. That was the first 
thing to be considered, and they relied upon the ignorance of the people 
and the cry that their great goddess Diana was likely to be forsaken, to 
arouse them against Paul. The account is instructive in that it shows how 
foolishly men will act when a sudden popular movement is made. The up- 
roar was so great that the town clerk had to investigate, and when he 
made inquiry as to what was the matter, a majority of the rabble did not 
know why they were there. The only cry that was given against the 
servants of God was, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians;” there was no 
argument offered. The Scripture records no instance where the primitive 
Saints acted in so unseemly a manner toward their opponents. They 
were anxious to talk to people, but they were also willing to listen to one 
who was reasonable in his opposition. At any rat& they never raised a 
commotion so as to drown the speaking of one in a gathering like that 
described. | 

The question comes up then: Which was the right course—that pursued 
by Paul, or that by his opponents? Who acted in a way that appeared to 
be reasonable? Because an answer to these will also answer the same ques- 
tions if applied to similar circumstances of to-day. It is only two or three 
weeks since an occurrence happened here in England which was very 
much like the one described in the New Testament. A few men rented a 
hall in which to hold a meeting. They began to preach what they con- 
ceived to be the Gospel of Christ, and they referred to this same Paul] and 
quoted his teaching to sustain them. Others who were present began to 
interrupt and showed a disposition to break up the meeting if possible. 
This was seconded by a number who seemed not to care whether the 
doctrine was right or wrong, but it was popular to join in the interrup- 
tions. Who in this case was most like Paul, and who resembled the 
Ephesians? This was in Modern England in the year 1895. The speakers 
were missionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; 
their opponents were members of several diflerent Churches, and strangely 
enough they claimed to think Paul was a servant of God, and that the 
actions of his opponents were entirely wrong. Was it right for Paul to 
preach the resurrection of Christ to the Ephesians? Then it is right to 
speak the same thing now. Was it against sound Christian doctrine for 
- Paul to teach that God was able to work miracles through faith on the 
‘name of Jesus? Then why is it wrong todo this to-day? Was it right or 
manly. for the Ephesians to commence an uproar so that Paul’s voice could 
not be heard? If not then that same kind of an action is discreditable 
now. Even if Paul and the Mormon missionaries were wrong (and if one 
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was, both were, for they preached the same things) the actions of their 
opponents were not commendable, nor calculated to show wherein this 
was the case. 

Mormonism has been able to grow in the face of just such actions as 
have been described. There has never been a discussion of its principles 
by its opponents without misrepresentation and abuse of a more or less 
marked character. People have preferred their own traditions, and even 
when clearly shown that they were not in harmony with the Scriptures, 
have still clung to them, not willing to open their hearts to the plain and 
simple truths of the Gospel. Their prejudices were so strong that they 
could not overcome them, and replace them by pure principles of truth. 

B. 


NorwioH CONFERENCE Nortice.—The Norwich Conference will be held 
at Gordon Hall, Duke Palace, Duke Street, Norwich, on Sunday, October 
27, 1895. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


SHEFFIELD CoNFERENCE Norticre.—The Sheffield Conference will be held 
in the Dolphin Chambers’ Assembly Rooms, Market Place, opposite the 
Shambles, Doncaster, on Sunday, November 3, 1895. Meetings will begin 
at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. : 


MORMON CHARACTER. 

Nor long since the Down Recorder, published in Ireland, gave a report of a 
lecture about the Latter-day Saints, delivered by a reverend gentleman, who 
made several statements derogatory to these people. Elder S. W. Ross, 
President of the Irish Mission, wrote to the editor of the paper and asked 
him to publish the following in refutation of the many misrepresentations 
uttered. It is pleasing to know that the editor was fair-minded enough to 
insert the piece. We reproduce it in full: 

Sir,—Of late my attention has been called to several articles recently 
published in the Down Recorder which were depreciative of the Mormon 
people. As a lover of fair play, and one of the newspaper fraternity, I 
ask space in the columns of your esteemed paper for the following: 


The man is thought a knave, or fool, Him shal) the scorn and wrath of man 
Or bigot, plotting crime, Pursue with deadly aim; 

Who for the advancement of his race, And malice, envy, spite, and lies 
Is wiser than his time. Shall desecrate his name. 


St. Paul, after having received five times forty stripes save one, persecu- 
tions, imprisonments, cruel mockings and scourgings, and thrice suffering 
shipwreck, finally reached the-city of Rome, whither he had gone on an 
appeal to the judgment seat of Cesar. There he was greeted with, “We 
desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest; for as concerning this sect, we 
know that everywhere it is spoken against.” The Latter-day Saints com- 
menced their career in the day-break of the nineteenth century. Their 
pathway from the Atlantic to the Rocky Mountains may be easily traced 
by the graves of their dead, a thousand of which have been filled with 
those who have suffered martyrdom, because of devotion te their religion. 
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The relentless hand of persecution has borne down heavily upon them, 
ever since their prophet Joseph Smith announced a new revelation’ from 
God; and of no modern people can it be equally said, “for as concerning 
this sect, we know that everywhere it is spoken against.” For years the 
vilifying of this people has been the never-failing resource of the news- 
gatherer, the lecturer, the tourist, and the author. Time after time has 
their character been traduced in the lecture-hall], and thousands are the 
volumes that have been written against them. As to the character and 
value of such, I submit the testimony of Mr. Phil Robinson, a distinguish- 
ed London journalist and editor: 


Whence have the public derived their 7 about it? [meaning Mor- 
monism] From anti-Mormonism only. I have ransacked the literature of 
the subject, yet I really could not tell anyone where to - for an impartial 
book about it of later date than Burton’s book, “Cit the Saints,” pub- 
lished in 1862. There is not to my knowledge a single Gentile work before 
the public that is not utterly unreliable from its distortion of facts. How 
can anyone have respect for literature, or the men who, without knowing 
anything of the lives of Mormons, stigmatize them as profane, adulterou 

and drunken? These men write of the squalid poverty of the Mormons, Oo 

their obscene brutality, of the unceasing treason toward the United States, 
of their blasphemous repudiation of the Bible, without one particle of in- 
formation on the subject, except such as they gather from the books and 
writings of men whom they — to know are utterly unworthy of credit, 
or from the verbal calumnies of apostates; and what the evidence of apos- 
tates is worth history has long ago told us. . . I am now stating facts, 
and I, who have lived among the Mormons and with them, can assure my 
readers that every day of my residence increased my regret at the misrep- 


resentations these people have suffered. (“Sinners and Saints,” Roberts 
& Sons, Boston.) 


Too few investigate Mormonism witha “single eye” that their “whole 
body may be full of light.” Too many go to Utah with an “evil eye,” 
gather all the literature possible against this people, irreepective of its 
reliability or source, and return with their “whole body full of darkness.” 
Of the early Christians it was commonly reported that “in the celebration 
of the Eucharist they were in the habit of slaying a male child, whose flesh 
they ate, and whose blood they drank in remembrance of the body and 
blood of the founder of their religion.” The historian, Tacitus, writes of 
them as “a set of people holden in abhorrence for their crimes. . . . 
criminals, and deserving the severest punishment.” Statements as calum- 
nious and equally as false have been circulated of the Latter-day Saints; 
and so often have they been echoed from the platform, pulpit, and press 
that the Mormons are thought to be a distinct race of humanity, as the 
Chinese or Hindoos, and equally as superstitious. In refutation of this 
defamatory slander, and in defence of this much misunderstood people, I 
submit the following testimony from unimpeachable sources. First, I 
refer to an article by Mr. Barclay, M.P., published in the Vineteenth Century, 
January, 1884: . 


The Mormon community is an enla family, bound ther by privi- 
leges and duties, one principal dut ing to care for the helpless and 
needy; at the same time, every individual has full freedom and action. 
There is no compulsion on any Mormon beyond the public opinion of his 


) 
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fellows, and none is possible. Apostasy does not appear to be even at- 
tended with serious consequences to the apostate’s material interests. 
Some of the largest merchants in Salt Lake City have apostatized from 
the Church, and although the population of Utah.is about nine-tenths 
Mormon, their business seems to prosper as before. In morality, as far 
as is shown by statistics, the Mormons greatly excel the Gentiles in their 
midst, and the general population of the States. In the winter of 188la 
census was taken of the prisoners in Utah, with the following result :—In 
the city prison were twenty-nine convicts, and in the county prison six con- 
viots, all non-Mormons. In the (United States) penitentiary, out of fifty- 
one priscners only five were Mormons, two of whom were for polygamy. 


Again I turn to the testimony of Mr. Robinson: 


I have seen and spoken to and lived with Mormon men and women of 
every class, and never in my life, in any Christian country, have I come in 
contact with more consistent piety, sobriety, and neighborly charity. I 
say this deliberately, without a particle of odious sanctimony, these folks are 
in their words and actions as Christian as I ever thought to see men and 
women. . . The demeanor of the women in Utah, as compared with 
Brighton or Washington, is modesty itself; and the children are just such 
healthy, vigorous, pretty children as one sees in the country or by the sea- 
side in England. . . There is nothing, so far as I have seen, in the 
manners of Salt Lake City to make me suspect the existence of that licen- 


tiousness of which so much has been written; but a great deal, on the 


contrary, to convince me of a perfectly exceptional reserve and self-respect. 


It is only a blockhead who could mistake the natural gaiety of the count 


for any other than itis. I know, too, from medical assurance, that Uta 
has the practical argument of healthy nurseries to oppose the theories of 
those who attack its dowestic relations on physiological grounds. . . . - 
Mutual charity is one uf the bonds of Mormon union. It is published offi- 


‘cially that “the bishops of every ward are to see there are no persons 


_ by their transfer from 


“might conveniently 


going hungry.” What a contrast to turn from this text of universal 
charity to the infinite meanness of those who can write of the whole com- 
munity of Mormons as the “villainous spawn of polygamy.” 


Captain Burton, of the British army, in his book “City of the Saints,” 
published in 1862, says: 


Mormonism is emphatically the faith of the poor. I cannot help think- 
ing that morally and mages: as well as physically, its protégés gain 
urope to Utah. . . In point of morality the 

ormon community is perhaps purer than any other of equal numbers. 

. The penalties (for offenses) against chastity, morality, and decency 
are exceptionally severe. . . The Mormons are certainly the least fana- 
tical of any of our faiths, owning, like the Hindoos, that every man should 
walk his own way, while claiming for themselves superiority in belief and 


_ practice. 


The Rev. H. R. Haweis, an eminent divine of London, visited Utah in 
1893, and spent several weeks investigating Mormonism. From an article 
on the subject which was published in the Contemporary Review, January 


and March, 1894, I extract the following: 


No people have ever been more lied about and less understood. In 
America, where everyism findsa home, the Mormonsonly this year, 1893, have 
been refused a hearing in the Parliament of Religions at Chicago. Here 
was a people coospg ine the territory of Utah, into which all England 

dropped, building cities characterized by superior 
sanitation and splendor, together with an almost entire absence of crime, 


cultivating waste places, and founding a civil ecclesiastical polity so effec- 


| 
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tive that this age has nowhere seen thelike. . . Isawa happy and 
contented people, a clean and sanitary city, a colossal white marble temple, 
which had been forty years a-building; a tabernacle into which throngs 
every Sunday a congregation of from 12,000 to 16,000 people, or about four 
times the size of the late Mr. pre conde congregation; neat houses and 
prosperous farms, well-behaved children, venerable elders, agreeable and 
cultivated ladies. The choir of 500 young Mormons of both sexes, anxious 
to give me a taste of their quality, stood up in the vast tabernacle and 
sang the choruses from “ he Messiah,” without a note of music before 
them, in a style that would compare favorably with many of our festival 
choirs. I was astonished at the taste of their architecture, at the perfec- 
tion of their irrigation, and the ever-increasing enthusiasm with which 
they cultivate the liberal arts. Not least was I surprised at the almost 
entire absence of friction between the Gentile settlers and the Mormon 
population. . . Ido not believe that anything like organized assassina- 
tion ever disgraced the government of Brigham Young. . . Notwith- 
standing all the stories told about the killing of apostates, no case of this 
kind has ever occurred. . . Lastly, the wholesale charges of assassination 
launched against Brigham Young have never in one single instance been 

roved. . . There are five policemen engaged in keeping order in Salt 

ake City, but their services at present are almost entirely monopolized 
by the Gentile or Christian population, to whom belong the gambling hells, 
the gin-shops, and the houses of ill-fame. The orthodox Christians seem 
at os to compare unfavorably with those whom they despise as be- 
fooled and degraded Mormons. But if, with false doctrines and an errone- 
ous system, the Mormons have accomplished so much, how much more 
ought we orthodox Christians to doin the way of good living and good 
works, with a correcter belief, a higher culture, and a purer conception of 
family life! The mote may be in the Mormon’s eye, but we shall not see 
clearly how to pull it out whilst there is a beam in our own. 


Regarding the freedom of Mormon women, Mr. Phil Robinson says: 


It is a mistake to suppose that there are no educated women in Utah. . 
. . The young ladies appear as free and independent as in other parts of 
the United States. If the women in Utah are slaves their bonds are lovi 
ones, and dearly prized. They are to-day in the free and unrestricte 
exercise of more political and social rights than are the women of any 
other part of the United States. 


On this same subject Mr. Barclay, before quoted, says: 


The young ladies appear as free and independent as 1n other parts of the 
United States; and, it I might hazard an opinion, the young men of Mor- 
mondom will find considerable difficulty in persuading them to be content 
with the share of a husband. | 
It must be understood that a territory of the United States occupies much 
the same relationship to that Government that a Crown colony does to the 
English Government. Its governor, district judges, marshal, and many 
other officials are appointed by the President of the United States. The 
National Congress can make laws for, or repeal the laws of, any territory. 
In this way Utah always has been under the direct control of the American 
Government. When a territory becomes sufficiently wealthy and popu- 
lous, and the social conditions are satisfactory, it is admitted a State into 
the Union. From the report of a congressional committee sent in 1888 to 
investigate Utah’s claim for statehood, I extract the following paragraphs: 


The population of the territory may be classified generally as follows :— 
Mormons, 170,000; non-Mormons, 40,000. It is universally conceded that 
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no locality equally populated with Utah is freer from the vices that afflict 
communities than this territory. It is singularly free from saloons, houses 
of prostitution, and the like, and it is undisputed that the people generally 
are moral, industrious, and law-abiding. hile this is true as to this pop- 
ulation as an entirety, it is especially true as to the Mormon portion of it. 
. . Of thechurches other than Mormon there are 65 in the territory 
holding church property of the value of 540,000 dollars, and having 108 
ministers. These are Catholics, Episcopalian, a Methodists, 
Congregationalists, Baptists,etc. . . The fruits of theirschool system 
are shown in the fact that the percentage of illiteracy is lower than 
the average of the country; and there are only thirteen of the (50) states 
and territories that show a lower percentage of persons who cannot 
and write. Connecticut and Utah have the same, namely, 3.37 per cent. 
The territory’s industries were valued at 250,000,000 dols. That Utah’s 
conditions were satisfactory to the U.S. President and Congress is evi- 
denced by the fact that a Statehood Bill for Utah was passed, and the 
forty-fifth star that now shines on the American flag is in honor of the 
new state, Utah. I might go on multiplying testimony equally as respect- 
able and reliable as the foregoing, but I think enough has been said to 
convince fair-minded people that, although the Mormons “are everywhere 
spoken against,” the stories of the slavery, immorality, ignorance, and 
depravity of this people have been invented by him who scatters “tares” 
wherever God sows His “wheat.” Complaint is made by some that the 
elders from Utah, who are traveling in this country as missionaries, do 
not urge upon the people the doctrine of plural marriage. The facts are 
these: “Now that they have contested the question legally in the highest 
court in the land, where the decision has been unfavorable to them, they 
bow to the law, content to leave the issue between the nation that has 
raised its hand against them and the God of Israel, in whose justice, mercy, 
and ommipotence they have perfect confidence.” Yet we believe “it ill 
becomes those who profess a belief in Christianity to say that God ever 
gave to His children a law that was sinful in its nature or pernicious in 
its effects; to thus reproach the justice and righteousness of the Almighty 
is blasphemy.” Let me remind all of the Divine command, “Judge not 
according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” Let me appeal 
to all lovers of fair play to investigate both sides of Mormonism. Our 
missionaries, who neither “preach for hire” nor “divine for money,” are 
distributing literature gratis. Meetings held in different localities 
are open to all. Books, fully explaining the doctrines taught by the 
Latter-day Saints, may be obtained either of the traveling elders or by 
writing to 90, Thorndyke, Belfast. We invite a full investigation, believing 
that the antagonism and hatred against the Mormons is mainly due to the 
misrepresentation of their belief, aim, and condition. I have been reared 
among the people of Utah, and have been associated with them in many 
ways. I am a lover of fair-dealing, benevolence, truth, chastity, temper- 
ance, virtue, and the Gospel of Christ our Savior; and, in conclusion, I will 
say that my heart swells with gratitude to the Giver of all Good that it 
has fallen to my lot to be reared among the Mormons. Audi alteram partem. 
Yours, etc., STEPHEN W. Ross. 
90, Thorndyke Street, Belfast. 
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UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 


The Agricultural College at Logan, had a very successful opening for the coming school 
year on September 17. 


Utah sugar has been in such demand that the factory was unable at first to fill all the 
orders. It finally caught up and is now having a good run. 


The Beaver Utonian reports that notwithstanding the dry hot summer, the hay, grain, 
and fruit are abundant in that place, and the quality is the best kind. 


The Glenwood Springs, Colorado, Avalanche in commenting on Utah says that its 
inhabitants form the typical American community of the United States. 


The coal deposits discovered lately near Provo are being developed, and give promise 
of becoming valuable in the future. The coal becomes better as the work progresses. 


The Texas papers are rejoicing over the prospect of a railroad through the Mormon 
colonies in Mexico. The Saints will no doubt feel glad also, as it will bring them into 
closer communication with each otber and also witb their co-religionists in other localities, 


On September 21, Mr. Kier Hardie, the English labor leader who is traveling through 
_ the United States, addressed an audience in Salt Lake City, on the subject of Socialism. 
Utah people have not heard this question much discussed by those who are friendly to it, 
as there is no socialistic organization in the Territory. 

The first snow of the season fell on September 20. Nearly the whole of the Territory 
experienced a storm, but only in the higher and colder localities did it assume the form of 
snow, which fell to a depth of fifteen inches in Bingham. The moisture did an immense 
amount of good as the whole country had become very dry, and particularly in the southern 
counties, 

The Scandinavians of northern Utah together with many visitors from other parts met 
in Logan on September 14 and 15 for the purpose of commemorating the introduction of 
the Gospel into Scandinavia. On the first day there was a program consisting of songs, 
instrumental selections, recitations, and a speech by a representative from each of the 
three countries, Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. Sports and amusements were indulged 
in afterwards. On Sunday the 15, religious services were held in the Logan Tabernacle. 


Dr. John R. Park and Dr. Karl G. Maeser, the two candidates for the position of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, bave agreed not to speak on political questions 
during the coming compaign. Neither one has ever taken a very active part in politics, 
and both have spent many years in the school room. ‘The reason for the step now taken 
is that both entertain the idea that educational questions and politics should not be mixed 
together. Many of the people of Utah think the same, and while strong partisans of 
both political parties will doubtless not be pleased, it is very likely that a majority of the 
people will heartily endorse the stand taken by the candidates. 

The President of the Sandwich Islands mission has sent the following letter dated Sep- 
tember 5 to President Woodruff in regard to the missionaries on those islands: 

Dear Brother,— Mail leaving Hawaii having been stopped since the advent of the 
cholera in Honolulu, people at home may be exercised concerning the welfare of their 
relatives and friends who are laboring as missionaries in the Hawaiian mission. We 
desire to say that the Elders who have been laboring on the adjacent islands are still in 
their field of labor, while those on the island of Oahu, or at present at Laie, thirty-two 
miles from Honolulu, all are enjoying good health. The cholera is confined to the city of 
Honolulu, island of Oahu, over which there is a strict quarantine. Having no oppor- 
tunity to send mail from Laie to Honolulu we dictate'this letter over the telepbone through 
Mr. Abraham Fernandez, through whose kindness you will receive it. 

Your brother, 
MatrHew NOALL. 


